Salmon Sent Out Into The World
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	A team of eighth-graders from Avon Middle School released salmon into a stream in Simsbury Monday after raising and nurturing the fry from eggs as part of their science studies.

About 100 students - the Tornado Team at the middle school - took part in the event, the culmination of a yearlong science and ecology project.

Their studies combined traditional science such as monitoring the temperature of the eggs, mathematics to calculate the developmental progress of the eggs, and environmental stewardship. Students also had writing assignments as part of the program.

"It was a wonderful experience. I would call it nontraditional," Christopher Jones, a science teacher at the middle school, said after the fry were released at Stratton Brook State Park.

"It really gave them a bigger picture for what it takes to be an environmental steward," Jones said.

He didn't give the students the typical multiple-choice quizzes in this program. Instead, the students observed and cared for the salmon eggs in a "nursery" and charted their development to determine when they were ready for release.

On Monday, the students released between 150 and 200 Atlantic salmon fry.

Atlantic salmon were once abundant in the Connecticut River and its tributaries, such as the Farmington River, but disappeared from the river in the 19th century after the construction of dams blocked them from their spawning grounds.

Restoring the salmon runs to New England rivers has proven to be an expensive and difficult task. More than a million young salmon have been released in Connecticut streams each spring in recent years, in the hope they will survive, head to sea in the North Atlantic and then return as adults to the very stream where they began their migration. But only dozens have returned annually. Last year, the tally was fewer than 200, according to a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service website.

The middle school got the salmon eggs in January when a representative of the Connecticut River Salmon Association delivered them, according to the nonprofit Avon Education Foundation.

A $934 grant last year from the foundation paid for the purchase of an aquarium tank and chiller, as well as for instructional and background materials for the program. The grant was made possible by the Farmington Savings Bank, said Robin Stoll, grants chairwoman of the education foundation.

"It was beautiful," Stoll said of the salmon release. "We watched some of the salmon go upstream and some of them go downstream."

As part of their studies, the students monitored the fish to see if they acclimated themselves to the stream. "The students were very engaged," Stoll said. "I used to teach this age group so it was nice to see it in action." 


