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Water Quality Monitoring/April Packet
Directions: Using complete sentences, unless otherwise indicated, answer the questions below using the packet, class notes, and your general knowledge.

1.  Define water quality.

2.  Identify and explain at least 3 reasons why water quality should be monitored.

3.  List the 11 ways water quality is monitored?

4.  What is water temperature directly related to?

5.  How do humans affect the temperature of water?

6.  What is velocity, and how can it affect the river?

7.  How can the transparency of water affect aquatic life, and how is it measured?

8.  Why is the pH of water important?

9.  How do humans affect the pH of water systems?

10.  What does alkalinity refer to, and what are some of its functions in water?

11.  Why is dissolved oxygen important to aquatic life, and what are some of its sources?

12.  Why is phosphorus considered a limiting factor to aquatic life?

13.  What would happen to a river ecosystem that ran out of oxygen but had plenty of carbon dioxide in the water?
14.  What does the presence of fecal coliform in waters tell a scientist?  Where does it come from?

15.  What are bioindicators?

16.  How do bioindicators give clues about a river’s health that other indicators can not?

