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“December Salmon Times Newsletter”—River Ecology
1.  What makes an aquatic ecosystem different than a terrestrial ecosystem?

2. Is the big beetle on the food chain illustration considered an herbivore or a carnivore?

3. What makes a food web different from a food chain?

4. What does biodiversity mean?  
5. The population of what animal would be affected by the salmon’s disappearance from the ecosystem?  Why? 
6.  Would a species’ extinction be good or bad for biodiversity?

7. Why would a little stream be a tougher environment to live in compared to a bigger, higher order river downstream?
8. Little streams don’t get much sunlight so there are not many producers in a little stream.  How does the little stream get its energy at the start of the food chain?
9. Make a bullet list of six cool things you learned about invertebrates in this reading.
10.  Why would an ecologist study the variety and the number of insects found in a river?
11. Looking at the diagram food web on pg 2:  Which organisms are ones we found in the stream in back of the school?  Give specific names. 
