LAB REPORT RUBRIC, Mr. Jones

         Name_____________________________

                                                           Period _____

	
	Scoring Criteria
	Score

	Title

 (5 points)
	Title is a lot like the purpose statement; the IV and DV are in it

	

	Purpose 

(5 points)
	Purpose communicates what the goal of the lab is and what IV and DV are 
	

	Hypothesis/Variables  

(10 points)
	Checklist:                                                                             
___Hypothesis is written as an “If-then” statement          
___Hypothesis is aligned with purpose statement                              
___The IV/DV and controlled variables are listed                                     
___At least 4 important controlled variables are listed                             
	

	Materials/Procedure
(15 points)
	Checklist:                                                                               

___Materials are listed                                                               
___A Diagram of lab/setup is included, labeled,  and is relevant to procedure                              
___Steps are easy to follow; no steps are missing                                                                        
___Procedure explains how to control variables                         
	

	Data Chart
(10 points)
	Checklist:                                                                               

___Has an appropriate title                                                            
___Set up is appropriate and organized                                        
___Neat and presentable                                                               
​___Units of measure included                                                       
	

	Graph
(10 points)
	Checklist:                                                                                
___Has an appropriate title                                                          
___Axes are labeled                                                                     
___Units of measure are labeled                                                  
___ Type of graph appropriate for data presented
___Graph helps reader focus on key data (not all the data!)        
___Set up is organized and neat                                              
	

	Discussion of Data
(20 points)
	Checklist:   (2 paragraphs)                                                                           
___First paragraph: Make it clear what the results of the lab were.  Help the reader make sense out of the graph(s).   Are there trends in the data?  What do the trends demonstrate?  
___Last paragraph: Explain how the results connect with science concepts that were discussed in class or in any readings we did.  (I usually discuss concepts in class after we do the lab and/or give you a list of concepts to cover)
___The data itself is accurate                         
Note: What it all boils down to is that a data analysis is a huge part of any lab.  It is where you explain what results you got in a way that makes sense to the reader.  The results are connected to concepts that we are studying, so this is where you prove you know your science vocabulary by applying it.  Assume the reader knows nothing and can’t make any sense out of your graph(s) and data chart(s).  Help the reader understand results.    
	

	Conclusion

(15 points)
	Checklist:       (1 paragraph)                                                                         
___Restate purpose                                                                       
___Restate hypothesis                                                                   
___Discuss whether or not hypothesis is supported by data
___Discuss important sources of error                                             
___Provide an improvement plan          
Note: Conclusion starts out by repeating purpose and hypothesis.  Hypothesis is answered and discussed.   Be careful in discussing errors.  Don’t just give “cheesy/obvious errors”, but think through errors that are unique to this lab that come from the way the lab was set up and carried out.  Don’t leave out tips for improvement.  
	

	Overall Format/Presentation
(10 points)
	Points are awarded for neatness, grammar, spelling and formatting.  You cite your information sources in your data analysis. 
Points are lost if you write in first person.  (no “we, I, us, me, our, etc.”)
The report sequence follows this rubric and care was put into its production.  Proofreading by a peer or adult is always a good idea before submitting reports.  
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